
Northwest District 

of the Connecticut Junior Soccer Association 

 
January 12, 2021 via Zoom 

 
Attendees: Corrado Perugini (VP), Dave Brouillette (District Rep), Karen Puskas (Admin), Scott Shakely 

(Registrar), Rich Zimmerman (Commissioner), Paul Maloney (in coming District VP), Nick Meglio (Bunker 

Hill), Than Southard (Litchfield), Kevin LaFond (Northwest United), Jay Zalewski (Pomperaug), Joe Abdella 

(Shepaug), Teresa Bilodeau (Terryville), Nicole Minard (Torrington), Curtis Wiles (Thomaston), Justin 

Gibson (Wolcott), Deb Krayeske (Watertown), Jen Ch (Woodbury/Bethlehem), Ricardo Schmidt and Alex 

Mendoza (CT Impact), Lauren Janofsky (Brookfield), Michael Diker (Danbury) 

 
Not in Attendance: New Milford, Highlander, Sherman 

 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:35pm. 

 
Public Comment: None 

 
Minutes: Curtis Wiles from Thomaston made a motion to approve the minutes from September 2021’s 

meeting and  Joe Abdella from Shepaug seconded the motion. All approved, the motion passed.  Joe 

Abdella from Shepaug made a motion to approve the minutes from November 2021’s meeting and Kevin 

LaFond from Northwest United seconded.  All approved, the motion passed. 

 
Registrar Report:  Scott asked to make sure all new players have proper paperwork. He asked all clubs stay 

aware of the district and CJSA team player maximums.  Continue to communicate with him when approvals 

are needed that he doesn’t get notices for. 

 

Scott asked that clubs please make sure that valid proof of age is submitted when a player completes 

registration.  A proper birth certificate or passport is most acceptable.  Too many players are submitting the 

wrong credentials therefore holding up their approval. 

 

Treasurer Report:  Karen reported that the District currently has just under $3,000 in the bank for the 

current fiscal year through the end of November 2021.  The following clubs still owe player and coach 

registration fees for the fall of 2021: 

 

Brookfield     $11.25  CT Impact United     $1717.50 Danbury     $5,608.25 

Highlander    $583.50 New Milford             $442.10  Thomaston $90.75 

Torrington     $110.50 Winsted                    $90.00  Wolcott      $15.25 

Wood/Beth    $278.75 

 

This amounts to just under $9,000 so Karen asked the clubs to pay it immediately.  Failure to pay will result 

in not being able to register teams for the spring season. 



 

League: Rich reminded clubs that when registering teams for the spring season to please be sure and have 

the coach’s contact information included.  If not the coach, the team manager.  Please don’t put the club 

president down for all the registrations as it just makes more work for us to go back and redo when you 

finally submit the correct people.  It is best to do when you register the team so please help the District out. 

 

Referees:  John reported that the CT Referee system is open for through the end of March for re-certification 

and for new referees.  There is a big shortage in the state for referees and John asked if you know of anyone 

interested in refereeing, to point them in the direction of ctreferee.net to register.  John also asked the group 

if he could share the list of referee assignors with the District since many clubs are constantly looking for 

referees outside their community.  The District welcomed it and said yes.  John reminded the clubs that if 

they have a change in their referee assignor, the state needs to know and they need to register and fill out a 

CJSA affiliation form as liability insurance won’t cover them if not.  Every club needs to have a specific 

person to be the referee assignor. 

 

State:  Dave reported nothing major going on.  The AGM will be Sunday, January 16, 2022 and will be 

virtual at 11:30 am.  You need to register online to received the link to attend.  The AGM will really consist 

of CJSA housekeeping.  Proxy’s are being collected for those clubs not attending and will be assigned to 

district reps that are attending for voting. 

 

Spring 2022:  Karen laid out the following schedule for spring 2022 team registration and start up: 

 

1. Spring season will go April 2 – June 19, 2022 

2. No games scheduled April 16-17 for Easter and then May 28-29 for Memorial Day 

3. Team registrations will open at nwdteams.com on February 1, 2022 and run through March 1, 2022 

4. There will be a late fee period for registration from March 2, 2022-March 5, 2022.  Late fees are $75 per 

team on top of the normal $100 per team registration. 

5. District and league scheduling meeting will be on Wednesday, March 9, 2022 via zoom at 7:30 pm.  

Leagues will be confirmed that evening so clubs please have representatives that can speak on behalf of 

the clubs and the teams submitted. 

6. Coaches meeting will be Wednesday, March 23, 2022 via zoom .  Girls coaches will begin at 6:30 pm 

and boys coaches at 7:45 pm.  Please try and stick to your scheduled time as each zoom meeting is 

allowed only 100 people. 

 

Karen asked clubs to be aware of the following regarding games and scheduling: 

 

1. Any schedule changes due to COVID or anything else has to follow District policies that are laid out in 

the handbook.  Games need to be made up within 2 weeks.  The District has been lenient due to COVID 

but you have to try.  Do not leave make up games to the end of the season.  Not playing games is a $100 

fine for both clubs. 

2. Coaches and clubs can not declare their own forfeit.  Only the league commissioner can do that when he 

hears the circumstances.  A few coaches in the fall decided on their own to just offer up a forfeit to the 

other team because they couldn’t find time to play BUT THIS IS NOT ALLOWED.  You need to speak 

with Rich to tell him your story.  Teams that are in the running for a league championship that don’t play 



all 8 games will be disqualified. 

3. This is why it is important to play your game on the assigned day from the beginning IF you have the 

minimum number of players available to you, regardless of who they are.  The handbook has the team 

minimums you need to play a game at each level.  

4. All coaches and club administrators, including club boards, have to have a background check and 

complete SafeSport. All information for both is on the CJSA website and the nwdteams.com website. 

 

Fall Awards Banquet:  The banquet was postponed until the weekend of February 19 and 20, 2022.  Some 

changes in the schedule will happen.  Saturday, February 19th will run from 11:00 am – 2:00 pm and Sunday, 

February 20th will run from 12:00 pm – 3:00 pm.  A division and TOPS will be on Saturday and B division 

will be on Sunday.  Both days will have special awards. 

 

New Business:  Dave reminded and asked the District that we are in need of a state rep and a secretary for 

the board.  It can be anyone from any club and doesn’t have to be someone already on a board.   

 

Meeting adjourned 8:25 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lucy Puskas 

 

 



 
New Business: 

 

District Concern:  Discussion was brought about concerning CT Impact United.  Several clubs have come 

forward citing complaints for rough play and illegal players.  The discussion was put on the floor with CT 

Impact listening to concerns from clubs.  The district asks that all work together in making a positive soccer 

experience for all players and coaches and to do the best they can in controlling parents and enthusiastic levels.  

The district will review at season’s end. 

 
 

UCONN men’s soccer event:  Cory established that the district would be  sponsoring a night 

at UCONN for mens soccer against St. John’s first week in October.  All clubs interested in 

attending needs to let Cory know by September 2nd how many tickets they would want.  Laura 

Anderson brought up the women’s team and the district said there were no weekend games 

but would gladly sponsor any game during the week any club wanted to go to. 

 

Banquet:  Karen informed all we are planning on having the fall awards banquet on January 

9th and 10th at the Amber Room in Danbury.  Will keep all posted. 

 

CJSA Fall COVID Guidance:   Karen informed all of the updated guidance from CJSA sent 

out this week about COVID protocols.  It is up on the website and was sent out to club 

presidents to post and send out to their members.  Biggest  issue is that no one has to wear 

masks while playing, coaching, watching from bench or spectating.  Local guidance though 

will apply if different.  Clubs must notify visitors of all protocols if different than what is put 

out by CJSA.  

 

 

Team Handbook:   The team handbook was sent out to all clubs for preview.  The District 

will be printing one this year to be handed out at coach’s meeting on September 1st.  As usual, 

it will also be posted on the website. 

 

 

League Scheduling:  The fall 2021 team commitments were presented and put into divisions 

approved by all in attendance. 

 

 

Other:  Discussion was brought about in regards to the residency rule for rosters.  Definitions 

of it were explained by Scott Shakely and how rosters can be made  when clubs have no teams 

offered in their community for a certain age bracket and when they do.  Currently if a club 

offers a team in a certain age bracket and a player decides to play elsewhere, that player has to 

count towards the two player maximum another club can pick him/her up at.  U9 boys has 

some concerns with a player not having a place to play due to the fact his hometown team is 

full and he can’t hook on to another community as two player max has been reached.  Dave 

Shannon from Litchfield made a motion to make the boys U9 league a non-resident league for 

fall 2021, thus giving the ability for this player to find a club to play with  no residency rule.  

Kevin LaFond from Northwest United seconded.  All approved, the motion passed. 



 



 

Next Meeting: The next meeting will on Wednesday, September 15th at 7:30pm.  

 

Laura from New Fairfield made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Mindy from Watertown seconded the 

motion. Meeting was adjourned at 9:25 pm. 


